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Belle Vernon Lions
Annual Health Awareness Screening
Saturday, Sept. 22nd, 2018

7:00 am - 10:00 am
!!!! NEW LOCATION !!!!

North Belle Vernon Fire Hall
535 Graham Street

North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
39 Different Blood Tests for $45.00!!
Our Multiphasic Blood Test includes Complete Chem Profile, Liver 

Function, Kidney Function, Glucose, Lipid Profile, plus CBC

Optional Tests also Available
PSA, Thyroid Profile, Vit D, Hgb A1C, Testosterone, 

Magnesium, Iron, and more.......
Specials   More tests less money!!

Men Special....
Multiphasic Blood Test, PSA, C-Reactive Protein, Homocysteine, Testosterone, and a 

complimentary copy of your results sent to your home.
A $169.00 value for $140.00

Women Special....
Multiphastic Blood Test, C-Reactive Protein, Homocysteine, complete Thyroid 

Profile, and a complimentary copy of your results sent to your home.
A $159.00 Value for $140

Additional Specials available, call for information

For more Information or to make an appointment 
call 1-800-524-3414

Walk ins are also welcome!
Fast 10 hrs from food...No Alcohol for 24 hours

Testing performed by PAS Medical Laboratory. Licensed in the state 
of PA for over 40 years. www.pamedlabs.com

3 hurt in court shooting leave hospital; gunman ID’d

MASONTOWN (AP) — 
The wife of a gunman killed 
after he opened fire at a Penn-
sylvania municipal building 
Wednesday said in a social 
media post that she was OK 
but did not say whether she 
had been injured in the shoot-
ing.

Crystal Dowdell, 39, posted 
on her Facebook account that 
she was fine late Wednes-
day and that police had tak-
en her phone as evidence. 
Pennsylvania state police 
confirmed Thursday that Pat-
rick Dowdell, 61, was the de-
ceased gunman.

Dowdell entered the Mason-
town Borough building about 
60 miles south of Pittsburgh 
after 2 p.m. Wednesday with 
a handgun drawn and began 
firing into the crowded com-
plex’s lobby. He wounded a 

police officer, who was treat-
ed and released for injuries 
to his hand, before wounding 
three civilians.

Authorities would not say 
whether any of the victims 
were Dowdell’s intended tar-
get or related to the domes-
tic violence charges he was 
scheduled to appear in court 
to face Wednesday.

The three were taken to 
Ruby Memorial Hospital 
in Morgantown, W. Va. A 
spokeswoman said Thursday 
the two men, ages 35 and 47, 

and a 39-year-old woman 
were all released Wednesday 
night.

Dowdell was shot and 
killed by a German Town-
ship police officer, who has 
not been identified.

Dowdell had been arrested 
Aug. 25 and charged with 
aggravated assault, terroristic 
threats, strangulation, simple 
assault and harassment.

Media outlets obtained 
court records related to a pro-
tective order granted against 
Dowdell and obtained by his 

wife Crystal.
Crystal Dowdell said in her 

Aug. 27 request for a protec-
tive order that her husband 
had grabbed her and threat-
ened her with a gun three 
days earlier after she asked 
for a divorce. 

She reported to police that 
he also choked her with a 
belt two days earlier, after 
accusing her of blocking his 
phone number and ignoring 
his calls.

“He said if this is the way 
I want it this is the way it 

will be. He said there would 
be no divorce and he would 
take out whoever he needed 
to take out,” she wrote in the 
petition.

The final protection order 
granted on Sept. 10, ordered 
authorities to get his belong-
ings, and car from the shared 
home and to confiscate any 
of Patrick Dowdell’s firearms 
or weapons.

It was unclear Thursday if 
the order had been executed.

The gunman, Patrick 
Dowdell, 61, was shot and 
killed by an unidentified 
German Township police 
officer.

Submitted
McKeepsort police Officer Nick Matthews and K-9 Farkle stopped by 
Mary of Nazareth School in White Oak earlier this week to pick up 
donation money raised by students. Matthews and Farkle are standing 
with students, from left, Teegan Lewis, Edrea Burgwin, Zachary Karp 
and Orlando Watson.

Mary of Nazareth School  
comes to K-9 Farkle’s aid

By JEFF STITT
jstitt@yourmvi.com

The McKeesport K-9 Unit 
made the sad announcement a 
couple of weeks ago that K-9 
Farkle was diagnosed with 
cancer.

Farkle, an 8-year-old Dutch 
shepherd who was donated 
to the unit in 2012 by friends 
and family of the late McK-
eesport police Officer Frank 
Miller, had a tumor on the 
roof of his mouth. Veterinar-
ians determined Farkle had 
an oral melanoma that would 
need to be treated with radia-
tion and a melanoma vaccine, 
according to the department.

The McKeesport Police De-
partment began asking for the 
public’s assistance to raise 
money for Farkle’s medical 
expenses. 

The unit, which is a nonprof-
it, is completely supported by 
fundraisers and donations.
Farkle’s medical costs are ex-
pected to exceed $9,000.

Last week, students at Mary 
of Nazareth School in White 
Oak, who have met Farkle 
and his handler, Officer Nick 
Matthews, at various commu-
nity events and K-9 demon-
strations, heard Farkle’s sto-
ry and asked administrators 
if the student body could do 
something to help. 

The school decided to have 
a “dress down day” on Mon-
day. For a $1 donation, the 
students were able to ditch 
their school uniform for the 
day and wear their everyday 
clothes.

“The students wanted to 
help Farkle,” school spokes-
woman Amy Sullivan said. 
“(Farkle) is such a sweet boy. 
Our saints raised $200 for 
Farkle.”

Matthews and Farkle 
stopped by the school earlier 
this week to pick up the do-
nation.

“I want to thank the school 
and the kids,” Matthews said. 
“They did an awesome job, 
and I wan to thank them for 

being so caring. Farkle and I 
appreciate it so much.”

Matthews said Farkle has 
started his treatments and is 
doing well. 

“Farkle was a bit groggy at 
times after his treatment last 
Thursday, but he’s pushing 
through it,” he said.

He said Farkle’s next treat-
ment is today, and he hopes 
that everyone around the Mon 
Valley will be sending their 
positive thoughts Farkle’s way.

Matthews said the K-9 Unit 
is still raising money for the 
medical bills.

Monetary donations for 
Farkle’s medical expens-
es can be dropped off at the 
McKeesport Police Depart-
ment. Parkview Community 
Federal Credit Union, located 
at 2100 Eden Park Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15132, is 
also accepting donations for 

the unit.
Dawn Cumpston, a Murrys-

ville resident who is a friend 
of the K-9 Unit, also started 
a GoFundMe crowd-fund-
ing page where more than 
$4,700 has been raised as of 
presstime on Thursday. To 
donate to the Farkle page vis-
it www.gofundme.com/mck-
eesport-k9-officer-farkle. 
The page has been approved 
by the police department.

Matthews said he is grateful 
to the entire community for 
“springing into action.”

“Farkle is my best friend 
and partner. I spend 24/7 with 
him, and he means the world 
to me,” he said. “I am so 
thankful.”

For more information about 
helping the K-9 Unit, call 
Nichole Angert at 412-969-
1581 or email nikki1983@
comcast.net.

Fayette County 1st in state  
to OK land bank legislation

By KAYLIE MOORE
kmoore@yourmvi.com

Fayette County became 
the first in the state to grant 
land bank powers to its 
redevelopment authority 
Thursday, making it easier 
for local officials to fight 
community blight. 

The ordinance was made 
in accordance with Penn-
sylvania Act 33, which was 
introduced by state Sen. Pat 
Stefano, R-Bullskin Town-
ship, last year and signed 
into law by Gov. Tom Wolf 
in June. Act 33 grants rede-
velopment authorities the 
same powers currently al-
lotted to land banks through 
the Pennsylvania Land 
Bank Act.

The new legislation, 
which will enable rede-
velopment authorities to 
take a more active role in 
acquiring and rehabilitat-
ing blighted properties and 
neighborhoods, was passed 
by both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives 
in consecutive unanimous 
votes. 

Stefano thanked Fayette 
County commissioners 
Vince Vicites and Dave 
Lohr for adopting the ordi-
nance during their meeting 
Thursday. Commissioner 
Angela Zimmerlink was 
absent. 

“I’ve been on several 
task forces and blight tours 
throughout the region, vis-
iting some of our cities 
and boroughs and there’s 
a common theme every-
where,” Stefano said. “We 
have abandoned buildings 
and homes and issues with 
trying to address who owns 
them.

“How do we rehab them 
and can we get that done 
before they become a dan-
ger?”

Stefano said, while the 
county has many tools to 
address blight, the land 
bank legislation “started 
right here.” 

“There are 16 land banks 
throughout Pennsylvania 
and they are helping,” Ste-
fano said. “But it’s difficult 
and very expensive to form 
them, not just in rural Penn-
sylvania, but in urban areas, 
because it’s government du-
plicity.”

Fayette County Rede-
velopment Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Andrew 
French said, while the 
county’s redevelopment 
authority has been perform-
ing the same functions for 
a long time, it will now be 
“more official.” 

“We are setting the state 
precedence right here in 
Fayette County,” French 
told commissioners. “This 
will give us one more tool 
in our toolbox, so we thank 
you.”

Fayette County Com-
missioner Chairman Vince 
Vicites said many people 
helped make the “signifi-
cant” legislation a reality.

“I think it’s important,” 
Vicites said. “It not only 
puts Fayette County on the 
map as being the leader in 
this effort, but it helps a 
lot of other counties that 
don’t want to form land 
banks who can now do that 
through their own redevel-
opment authorities.”

Vicites said the county is 
prepared to move forward 
with tackling various dilap-
idated structures.

“Having these types of 
powers for the authority is 
important, because we can 
do a lot of proactive things 
to manage blight,” he said.

Since the Land Bank Act’s 
passage, French said, the re-
development authority has 
acquired and rehabilitated 
nine properties for resale to 
low-income homebuyers; 
rehabilitated 33 owner-oc-
cupied residential proper-
ties; demolished over 40 

residential blighted proper-
ties and seven commercial 
blighted properties; and 
aided in the construction of 
over 40 new homes for sale 
to first-time, low-income 
homebuyers. 

In total, French said, the 
authority has invested over 
$7.1 million in those efforts 
using a variety of local, 
state and federal resources. 

Lohr thanked Stefano and 
French for their hard work 
on the land bank legislation 
and said Fayette is proud to 
be the first county to enact 
it.

“Everyone who worked 
on this - kudos to them, 
hats off to them,” Lohr said. 
“They did a great job bring-
ing us to the top.

“We have some great 
people working together to 
make this stuff happen, and 
things really are happen-
ing.”

Lohr said that while the 
legislation’s overall impact 
may be “a slow process 
at times,” it will also be a 
“huge asset to move the 
county forward.”

“We can address the 
blighted areas, get some 
things cleaned up,” he said. 
“It’s going to be great.”

Commissioner Angela 
Zimmerlink said she was 
pleased when Harrisburg 
amended the former Land 
Bank Act. 

“This amended legislation 
can benefit Fayette County 
only if truly used towards 
the removal of blighted 
properties that then are re-
developed for economic 
growth,” Zimmerlink said. 
“It is essential that open 
discussion and planning are 
done to reap the benefits of 
the legislation and to use 
these public dollars for the 
betterment of our county.” 

For more information, 
contact French at 724-437-
1547, ext. 210, or afrench@
racfpa.org. 

The measure will enable 
the redevelopment 
authority to take an 
active role in dealing with  
blighted properties.
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